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FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK
Dear members of the Deacon community:

Called to Serve

Share your news here!

Contact Deacon Bob for details!

In this edition of the newsletter we will discuss the results of
the pilot program on evangelization, a report of the workshop given
by Fr. Frank Matera, upcoming workshops, continued discussion on
nuclear weapons and morality by Dr. Paul Bracken, book reviews,
Wives Corner and Deacon Don Smith’s experience in Africa.
I take this opportunity to thank all those who contributed to
this edition of the newsletter. Also, I wish to remind the deacon
community about the Annual Deacon Assembly which will be held
on Sunday, July 30, 2017, to be held at the Aqua Turf in Southington.
We will begin with a cocktail hour at 3:30 p.m.
God Bless,
Deacon Bob Pallotti

NEWSLETTER NOW ON OUR WEBSITE
www.deacon-hartford.org
To save on postage costs we will mail a printed copy
of the newsletter only to those deacons who do not
have access to the internet. However, if you would
like to receive a hard copy please call the office at
860-761-7445 and let us know.
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Check out this issue’s
Wives Corner, and share it
with the women in your
lives!

Deacon James P. Quinn, Sr.
May 9, 1934—May 15, 2017
Ordained November 18, 1983
Deacon Quinn was predeceased by his wife, Ann, and is survived
by his children, Louise, Margaret, James, Jr., Mark and Matthew.
He served at St. Thomas, Southington and
Mary Our Queen, Plantsville.
May He Rest In Peace

Lend Your Voice to Christ
by Fr. Jeff Gubbiotti, Vocation Director
We all know that one of the main drivers in the pastoral planning process is the decreasing number of
priests and deacons available to serve the Catholic faithful in our Archdiocese. While there are many reasons for the shortage, we can all agree that at the root of them all is a crisis in discipleship—there are fewer and fewer young people truly embracing the Catholic faith and willing to commit to following Christ.
In such an environment, the discernment of one’s vocation seems like it would be impossible—almost like
growing tomatoes in Antarctica. How can that be done? Only with God’s grace and building a greenhouse!

We need to reach out for God’s grace through serious, regular prayer for vocations, asking the Master of
the Harvest to send out laborers. A very practical way to do that is to encourage the people you meet in
your ministry to join the St. John Vianney Vocation Prayer Society, and to join yourself as well. There are
no mandatory meetings and no dues to pay—it is simply a commitment to pray for and to encourage vocations. More information can be found on our website, www.hartfordpriest.com.
As far as “building the greenhouse,” we need to be much more intentional about planting and cultivating
the seeds of vocation in our young people. The Lord wants to use you in your
diaconal ministry to be His voice inviting people that you know to consider priesthood,
diaconate, and religious life. Often a simple formula works best, such as praying for the person and then,
at the right moment, inspired by the Spirit, saying something like: “____, I see certain qualities in you that I
would admire in a good priest/religious sister. Have you ever thought about that vocation?” They might
now know how to respond in that moment, but they will surely remember the invitation.
May God bless the Archdiocese of Hartford with many more holy priests, deacons, religious, and Catholic
marriages, all working in complementarity to evangelize our neighbors.
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Catholicism: The New Evangelization
Pilot Workshops
Based on the series by Very Rev. Robert E. Barron
On March 11, March 25 and April 8, approximately 20 Deacons and Wives participated in an abbreviated version of Catholicism:
The New Evangelization as prepared by Word on Fire and based on the documentary created by Very Rev. Robert E. Barron. The
purpose of this pilot series was twofold, first to see if this Evangelization program was worth sharing with all the Deacons and
their Wives, and two, to determine if this series could be used as a springboard for Evangelization in the archdiocese in addition to
the workshop to be led by Dr. John R. Wood in September. Below are some comments we received at the end of the shortened series.
“I think the format
worked very well,
especially the videos. I
don’t really have any
negative comments other
than the fact that there
seemed to be a disagreement as to whom we
should be evangelizing
to: people in general or
the Catholics who have
St. Joan of Arc Workshop
left the Church. I strongly
believe that the entire
Deacon community should participate in the sixsession program. There can be strength in numbers
and we need all the help we can get. The most
important point to me is that there is a golden
opportunity to evangelize in today’s social media as
long as it’s used correctly.”

we do. That whole idea that
death is NOT the end should
be a pretty exciting point to
share!!! My intention for
attending was to find
something to support my
preaching, always looking to
fine tune. So from that
perspective, it did help.”

St. Peter Claver Workshop
Reflections on the Evangelization Pilot Workshop
from a Facilitator’s Perspective

St. Leo the Great Workshop
“The first session was not too memorable. We both
enjoyed the third meeting, the content, the
conversation and the passion displayed were heartwarming. Fr. Barron’s list of seven points for his
seminarians was excellent! “The Resurrection is
THE Key!!” Hopefully everyone is nailing that topic
during this Easter season. BUT it is clearly vitally
important to strike that chord much more often than

After facilitating the three session Evangelization
Workshops, I thought about what had transpired
over the three sessions. I was both anxious and
excited to be facilitating and I was looking forward
to meeting the Deacons and their wives and putting
names and faces together.
What I found was that this amazing group has a
deep love of the church and were willing to spend
their free time learning and participating in a workshop series that may or may not have been successful.
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The first workshop was crammed pack – due to the
fact that we were cramming three lessons into one
session. There was more reading and answering
workbook questions than actual discussion. The
second session was more of the same, but thankfully,
no extra reading. The third, and what I felt was the
most successful session, consisted of videos and a lot
of discussion. It was in this session that I saw how
diverse this group could be, and at the same time
very respectful of each other’s opinions. While there
was some disagreement, there was always respect.

These men and women know there is work yet to be
done in our Church and their spirit in doing
whatever it may take to get that work done is
inspiring.
Li-Ling Waller
with Fr. John
Lavorgna at
St. Leo the Great
Workshop

Preaching and Living the Resurrection:
A Theology of the Resurrection for Diaconal Ministry.
Deacon Workshop on April 29, 2017 by Fr. Frank Matera, Ph.D.
The centerpiece of the Christian proclamation and the living practice of Christian life is the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. It was the experience of the resurrection of Jesus that turned the catastrophe of the Cross into
one side of the redemptive act ion of God in Jesus. The cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ must be kept
together as a single saving event; in effect, they are two sides of the same coin. Al that Jesus said and did are
vindicated by the Father and Jesus is raised into the fullness of the life of God and is the future face of all
humanity and creation.
These are some of the summary pints of the workshop that Fr. Frank Matera gave for the Deacon community
on April 29 at St. Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield. Fr. Matera taught at Catholic University in Washington,
D.C. for over 20 years and now serves as the pastor at St. Mary Church in Simsbury.
The deacon community has begun a series of workshops and study groups that are exploring the ministry of
evangelization so crucial to our success as ministers of the Gospel. At the heart of this ministry is the
resurrection of Jesus Christ and the Lord’s inspiring and guiding presence to us to continue the transforming
work that begun with his ministry, death and resurrection. Resurrection is a promissory note that Jesus as
the “first fruits’ reveals the future of the human race and the cosmos (Romans 8). Hence all things will be
transformed into the fullness of glorious resurrection life. Our task, it to bear witness to this in day to day life
in working with God and others to be transforming agent that allow others to see that the Reign of God is
truly at hand. To do this is to already be participating in God’s future for humanity—a theme very well
developed by St. Paul, and in a more contemporary vein, Jurgen Moltmann.

“Excellent presentation! There was one factor that Fr. Matera made that I found
profound and that was the stigma of the cross. People crucified were labeled as
thieves and murder's and political subversives; a hard sell for God to use such a
negative example for the message of salvation.” Deacon George Strieb
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Bob, we both enjoyed Fr. Frank's energetic presentation on Sat. My first
response was I wanted whatever he had for breakfast. We look forward to
enjoying his book. Glad we got two copies! It is really nice to spend some
time with such a subject matter expert. I have been a bit disappointed at
times with the limited amount of resurrection material in the gospels. We
find the most in John's gospel and John rubs it in by concluding that Jesus
had done so many other things that many other books could have been
written......well could you have just given us one more chapter??? The good
news is we want more, the other good news is we DO have all we need. The
scriptures and His presence in the Eucharist! As Fr. Frank pointed out that
was the key lesson on the road to Emmaus, the richness of the scriptures and
the wealth of the Eucharist! We found it very interesting that he pointed to
all of Paul's writings as to where he looks for the greatest information on the resurrection. He encourages us to renew our own
study of all that Paul has shared. God bless, Deacon Bill and Denise Bartlett

Book Review
The Second Nuclear Age: Strategy, Danger, and the New Power Politics
by Paul Bracken, Ph.D.
developed the triad of ICBMs, SLBMs and
bomber delivered weapons.

Blessed are the peacemakers, they shall be called the
children of God, but how many Christians
actually do peacemaking, especially when it
comes to the world? Dr. Bracken’s recent
book is a tour de force in elucidating the
Second Nuclear Age that is clearly upon us.
The Cold War has been over for 25 years,
but the Second Nuclear Age has been growing steadily since at least 1998, when India
and Pakistan tested new nuclear weapons.

Dr. Bracken notes that the spread of these
weapons are in areas of regional tensions, and
some new members of the nuclear club do not
possess well-developed command and control
of their nuclear weapons. He notes that we
were lucky in the first nuclear age to have
gotten through without a nuclear war. We
need to work hard in the Second Nuclear Age to do
so as well. In his own words:

Many people believed that with the end of the Cold
War that nuclear weapons would be become
irrelevant. Many people I spoke with thought so too.
I did not. Power politics being what they are would
not allow it. Also nations such as, North Korea, India,
Pakistan, Iran and perhaps others that could make
the bomb, are committed to possessing nuclear
weapons well into the present century. The present
nuclear club consists of the United States, Russia,
China, France, UK, Israel, India, Pakistan and North
Korea. Iran continues to research nuclear weapons
and it is known that Brazil and Japan could produce
them in short order. Rather than being irrelevant,
nuclear weapons are becoming more deeply
imbedded in international affairs. All nuclear powers
are now committed to modernization programs for
their nuclear weapons aimed at lethality, reliability,
and survivability. Israel, India, and China have
deployed missile carrying submarines—India has also

Technology is more complex today, and it is far ahead of any
strategy for directing it. National restraint and accepted norms
of behavior are only at the earliest stages of development. The
nuclear balance can be upset in ways it never could before, by
conventional precision strike, cyberattack, stealthy drones, or a
terrorist attack intended to purposefully cause an eruption.
None of these items threatened the strategic balance in the cold
war. Now they all exist. There are few accepted rules in place
for limiting them, partly because they are still new. Yet
virtually no thought has been given to the problems they pose.
Through a combination of prudence, and luck, the world made
it through the first nuclear age without a nuclear disaster.
Unless we prepare for the second nuclear age with a far more
sober attitude, we may not be so lucky this time.
Peacemakers, we need to be informed.
Deacon Bob Pallotti
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Join us for an Evangelization Workshop
with Guest Speaker
Dr. John R. Wood
of Catholic Dynamic
Saturday, September 23, 2017
9 a.m., St. Thomas Seminary
467 Bloomfield Avenue
Bloomfield, CT

ALL ARE WELCOME

JOHN R. WOOD
Dr. John R. Wood is a passionate speaker and author who wrote the book, Ordinary Lives, Extraordinary
Mission: 5 Steps to Winning the War Within. John works by day as a mobile eye doctor who travels to over 40
different nursing homes and developmental disability facilities to provide eye care through his business
Mobile Eyes, LLC, which he founded in 2007.
As an all-star athlete in high school and college, John knows the hard work and dedication it takes to obtain
a certain level of greatness. Thus, his knowledge of the faith and his ability to teach has allowed him to
encourage others to strive for their own level of Catholic greatness: sainthood. As an active member of his
Catholic parish, John teaches and speaks on a variety of topics, including the Theology of the Body, the
Saints, the Church, Mary, the Great Adventure Bible Study and his own educational program for children
and adults: Saints in the Making (SIMU).
Dr. Wood also discusses his passion for the faith on his local Catholic radio station, “Annunciation Radio.”
John and his wife Kristin currently reside in Northwest Ohio with their four children.
Register to attend at 860-761-6445 or email li.ling.waller@aohct.org
Deacons can register online at www.deacon-hartford.org
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9 Tips to Recharge, Refresh & Re-Energize Your Church This Summer
John Gilman, ACS Technologies – Ministry Impact, April 19, 2016
Usually, I’m a very task-oriented guy. I’m the guy who struggles to rest and likes to stay busy. A few
months ago, I had a day off and I fed the kids breakfast, went for a jog, played hide and seek with my
kids, read a few chapters from a book, cleaned the garage, and fixed the dishwasher before 9:30 am…
That was a normal day in winter so if you can’t tell, the summer can be hard on me with my need for a
busy schedule. Ministry is really all about the people and when people aren’t around, I don’t know what
to do.
Summers are slow around the church office. People are out of town. Schools are closed, and the days can
drag on. Summer can feel like wasted time, but I’ve found that slow summers are great times to reflect,
recharge, and re-energize.
9 Tips to Help Your Church Refresh this Summer
Prayer walks. Prayer is one of the first things to go when our schedules get crowded. Use some of your
extra time to pray for yourself, your family, your leaders, and your church.
Get healthy. Enjoy the warmer weather and be active. Go hiking, jogging, biking, or kayaking. You’ll
earn extra points if you find a hobby you can enjoy with your spouse.

Mid-year planning session. You and your team should probably have a mid-year planning session built
around reflecting on past events and envisioning future ones.
Calendar Clean up Evaluate your personal and professional calendars. Look for time periods with to
little or much activity and make adjustments. Be sure to create a healthy rhythms within your calendar.
Personal Development. Read some of the books that you’ve been waiting to read, go to a conference
you’ve been wanting to attend, or take a summer course at a college or university you’ve been meaning to take.
Play with your family. Give yourself permission to rest and recharge. Take some time and enjoy being
with your kids or grandkids. Take a trip to visit some faraway friends or family.
Recharge your marriage. Go on a weekend get-away with your spouse or make time for some day-dates
that make the most of the warm weather.
Meet other church leaders. Take an afternoon or a morning and visit with some local pastors in your
town or those nearby in your denomination. Buy them coffee, breakfast, or lunch.
Meet your neighbors. Lots of people move in the summer. Look for those new families that make their
way into your neighborhood. Introduce yourself, show them kindness, and invite them for a barbecue or
meal.
What do you do in the summer to keep your church engaged?
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Nine countries possess about 15,000 nuclear weapons, reports the International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons. These weapons have become almost an afterthought as leaders of Russia and United
States talk about modernizing nuclear arsenals - until crises emerge, such as the recent series of provocative
tests from North Korea. The strategic analysis that goes into determining need for such weapons and national
priorities may be missing a moral dimension, suggests Paul Bracken, professor of management and political
science at Yale. He describes a decline of such a worldview in politics, especially in the United States and
Europe, and he notes that Christianity lacks the authority it once had during the years of the Cold War: “This
decline of authority means that calculations of self-interest in international politics bear almost all of the
weight for restraint and shaping world order.” Bracken reviews the history of theologians who debated
nuclear policy during the Cold War, informing and inspiring activists, as well as results of a 1983 war game
that heightened recognition of the dangers of nuclear weapons. There should be no loose talk about an arms
race, and moral debate should include all nuclear and would-be nuclear powers. – YaleGlobal

Nuclear Weapons in a Post-Christian World
Debate about a nuclear arms race may be missing a moral dimension,
and these debates should include all nuclear powers
Paul Bracken
Reprinted with permission of YaleGlobal and the MacMillan Center at Yale
Tuesday, April 18, 2017

Faith and the bomb: Christian groups protest against nuclear weapons and Thomas Merton, the Trappist monk and pacifist
NEW HAVEN: The second nuclear age takes place in
a post-Christian world. New atomic missiles come
from North Korea, Pakistan, India, China – with
diverse religious and nonreligious traditions. The
United States, set to start its own nuclear
modernization, now too is a post-Christian nation.

restraint and shaping world order. Questions that
drove debate about the Cold War arms race are no
longer asked with the same passion. Yet these
questions haven’t vanished. Who, for example,
determines the national interest? Who does the
calculations on which self-interest is founded and
that determine nuclear armaments buildup?

“Post-Christian” here means the decline in primacy of
a Christian worldview in politics, especially in the
United States and Europe. During the first nuclear
age and Cold War, both were Christian societies by
this definition. And while Christianity still has many
adherents, it lacks the authority it had during the
years of the Cold War. This decline of authority
means that calculations of self-interest in
international politics bear almost all of the weight for

Any framework that overlooks these moral issues
misses a critical dimension of strategic analysis.
That our world is post-Christian, despite nearly a
third of the population being Christian, should give
us pause, especially about nuclear weapons. As a
practical matter the national interest is now decided
by politicians and strategy specialists. If the Cold
War had been conducted this way it would have
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been a more dangerous experience, perhaps intolerably so. But it wasn’t. A larger Christian context
surrounded the debate over the arms race. It didn’t
prevent this arms race, but capped it in important
ways. Many people don’t realize that most nuclear
weapons proposed during the Cold War were never
built. Neutron and cobalt bombs, tsunami makers
with bombs on the ocean floor and nuclear weapons
in space – all proposed and never built.

immoral, and we should say so – a view overlapping
with some strategic thinking of the era, including
Herman Kahn’s doomsday machine. A weapon that
destroys all life on earth is after all the ultimate
deterrent and the logical, absurd conclusion of the
deterrence strategy supported by most politicians
and technocrats. But by carrying strategic thinking to
a ludicrous conclusion, Kahn insisted such a weapon
shouldn’t be built. And as he predicted, no one did.

One reason was the backlash in the United States
over how such matters were decided. Debate started
by Christians thinkers and activists raised the moral
level of discussion on nuclear war and peace. The
United States wasn’t only playing a chess game of
grand strategy, but taking a stand against a “vast
evil,” in the words of prominent theologian John
Courtney Murray. For this Jesuit and adviser to
President John Kennedy, terrible things – like nuclear
deterrence – had to be faced to stop Communism.
This led to his reluctant support for deterrence since
he saw no alternative. His arguments were subtle and
sophisticated, the hallmark of Jesuit thinking then
and now.

The moral debate of Murray and Merton widened
pubic discussions on nuclear war and peace, reaching
campuses, think tanks, and inspired many activists
including Dorothy Day and Father Daniel and Philip
Berrigan. And this is the point. They disagreed with
each other, but their disagreement broke the narrow
straitjacket of thinking about the arms race.

This disagreement eventually reached the Pentagon.
In the early 1980s, the arms race was heating up
under President Ronald Reagan. Back then, it looked
theoretically possible to combine expansion in the
number of nuclear warheads with multiple
independently targetable reentry vehicles, increased
missile accuracy, and missile defense into a firstThomas Merton – Trappist monk, pacifist and best- strike capability against the Soviet Union. On paper,
selling author – came to a different view. His first
there was no doubt that such a system gave a firstbook, The Seven Story Mountain appeared in 1948 just as strike advantage to the United States. By 1983 a huge
nuclear buildup by the superpowers was underway.
the Cold War and nuclear conflict were entering
public consciousness. By the late 1950s Merton
argued the arms race was becoming a greater danger Against this background, the US Catholic Bishop’s
than the Soviets, because it couldn’t be controlled in Conference in May 1983 issued their Pastoral Letter on
the long run. Strategists, Merton said, offered
War and Peace – in essence, maintaining that nuclear
arguments about the national interest with detached, deterrence, not warfighting, was provisionally
icy rationality based on narrow self-interest. This
morally acceptable. But there were grave
surface rationality masked the reality that they
reservations. Deterrence was only provisionally
couldn’t control the arms race and were only fooling morally acceptable as a temporary alternative and not
themselves behind abstractions of deterrence and
a reliable system of world order for the long term.
containment.
The letter reflected the influence of Merton 15 years
after his death and Murray, who died in 1967. Unlike
Merton is especially relevant for a second nuclear age, many proclamations put out by anti-war and antiwith nuclear weapons today spread among nine
nuclear groups, the pastoral letter did not say
countries. He wrote a book in the early 1960s that
“nuclear weapons are evil, the United States should
called for Christian resistance to the arms race and
disarm at once.” Instead, the letter acknowledged real
foresaw that the United States was itself becoming a dangers that couldn’t be ignored or simplified.
post-Christian nation. Church authorities bottled up
his Peace in the Post-Christian Era at the time. Merton
The letter came out just as the United States was
died in 1968, and the book appeared in print in 2004, starting a nuclear buildup. Secretary of Defense
posthumously.
Casper Weinberger was deciding on size of nuclear
force and a strategy, and Moscow was becoming
Merton held that some actions are just wrong,
paranoid.
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The year 1983 was more dangerous than anyone at the
time realized. The Soviets, it turns out, were loosening
the nuclear trigger with multiple nuclear false alarms.
Soviet warning satellites mistakenly detected
American missile launches, and Moscow regarded a
NATO exercise called Able Archer as preparation for
a first strike. In the context of the extreme mistrust of
the time, it made for an explosive cocktail. Years later,
the CIA published details of Soviet fears.
In June 1983 the Pentagon ran the most realistic
nuclear war game of the Cold War. Called Proud
Prophet, the actual secretary of defense and chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff played their roles and relied
on actual top-secret war plans of the Strategic Air
Command and the Navy. The roles of secretary of
defense and chairman of the Joint Chiefs were
concealed from other players. A cutout used to play
the president had no authority. Instead Weinberger
and Chairman John Vessey Jr were briefed daily and
consulted over a top-secret telephone line. They made
decisions and passed them to the cutout.
The mechanics of Proud Prophet are described elsewhere, including my book The Second Nuclear Age.
Suffice it to say, the game escalated, with hundreds of
millions killed and the end of life on earth as we know

it. One cannot prove it, but the game and larger
context of the era, including the Pastoral Letter on War
and Peace, deeply affected US leaders. Afterward, there
was less loose talk about a US nuclear attack on the
Soviets, a shift that came at a critical time.
Much has changed since the Cold War. But need for
an enlarged framework that goes beyond calculated
self-interest has not changed. The arms race has been
left to politicians and specialists. Yet there’s a legacy
of Christianity and the arms race that is noble, moral
and useful.
Debate is needed to energize broad segments of
society – beyond the groups that engaged during the
Cold War because we now live in a multipolar
nuclear world. The moral debate about the arms race
must include Iran, North Korea, Pakistan, India and
China. That won’t be easy, but is a necessity, even
while overlooked in many intellectual and academic
circles.
One doesn’t have to be a Christian to see the dangers
of the arms race. This recognition must be used to
reframe the debate about nuclear war and peace.
Paul Bracken is professor of management and political science
at Yale University
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Book Review
Love Your Enemies: Discipleship, Pacifism, and Just War Theory
by Lisa Sowle Cahill

This book by Dr. Cahill will prove to be of immense
help for moral theologians and educated laity in
discerning the moral implications and solutions to
today's vexing international climate. Dr. Cahill's book
goes beyond the classic book by Dr. Roland Bainton,
Christian Attitudes Toward War and Peace. She explores
this moral problem in the context of the present/
future Reign of God. Christian peacemaking is not
option for Christians, but what needs to inform our
quest for peace? Dr. Cahill explores this moral
concern with elegant erudition.
This book engages the complex terrain of
international relations in an age of terror and
preventive war. While some may deem this book to
be tedious in some places, I would heartily disagree.
The subject discussed is a highly complex one and
demands thorough discussion that requires some
repetition. Her discussion on discipleship is first rate,

recognizing the ideal of Christian discipleship while
at the same time recognizing that issues such as
humanitarian intervention are so complex that the
ideal may not be always open to us in making a sound
moral decision.

As we continue to journey through this Second
Nuclear Age, the discussion entertained by Dr.
Cahill’s book should be required reading for all in
formation and continuing formation programs. Blessed
are the peacemakers, time for all the baptized to pick up
this mantle.
I recommend this book for any serious moral thinker
and policymaker to aid them in understanding the
moral choices before them when it comes to war and
peace in 21st century.
The Way is Not Peace, Peace is the Way, J. Muste
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Reminder

Come Join Us

Sign up for an:

At the

Evangelization Workshop

Deacons’ Retreat

with Dr. John R. Wood

with Fr. Stephen Sledesky

Saturday, September 23, 2017
9:00 a.m.
St. Thomas Seminary
467 Bloomfield Avenue
Bloomfield, CT

October 13-14-15, 2017
(Friday-Saturday-Sunday)
Holy Family Passionist Retreat Ctr.
303 Tunxis Road
West Hartford, CT 06107

Sign up online or call 860-761-7445

Sign up online or call 860-761-7445

ACTS OF KINDNESS
HARVEY MACKAY, Star Tribune Columnist, Minneapolis, MN
One rainy night many years ago,
a gentleman and his wife entered
the lobby of a small hotel in
Philadelphia. The man asked the
clerk if he had any rooms
available. The clerk, who was
actually the hotel manager, was a
friendly man who prided himself
on superior customer service. He
said that unfortunately the hotel
was completely booked.
"However," he said, "rather than
send you out in the rain at 1 a.m.,
I would be happy to offer you my
room. It's not a suite, but it will
be comfortable for the night."
The man tried to object, but the
clerk insisted. The next morning,
as he paid his bill, the gentleman
said to the clerk: "You are the
kind of manager who should be
the boss of the best hotel in the
United States."
Two years passed, and the two men stayed in touch.

One day the clerk/manager received a
letter from the guest, inviting him to
New York for a visit and including a
round-trip airline ticket. When the
clerk/manager arrived in New York, the
man met him and led him to the corner
of Fifth Avenue and 34th Street. He
pointed to a brand-new building.
"There is the hotel I want you to
manage," said the man. "You must be
joking," said the astonished clerk/
manager. "I can assure you that I am
not," said the man, William Waldorf
Astor, and the palace that he had built
was the original Waldorf (later
Waldorf-Astoria) Hotel. The clerk was
George C. Boldt.
The moral of this story is you never
know when kindness will come full
circle.
Acts 28:2 The natives showed us extraordinary hospitality; they lit a fire and welcomed all
of us because it had begun to rain and was cold.
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REMINDER
Annual Diaconate Assembly
with
The Most Reverend Leonard P. Blair, S.T.D.
Archbishop of Hartford

Please note:
Collection for this
year’s General
Assembly will be for
Two Hearts Pregnancy
Care Center. Please see
their wish list below.

Sunday, July 30, 2017
The Aqua Turf Club
556 Mulberry Street
Plantsville, CT 06479
3:30 p.m. Cocktail Hour
followed by Prayer and Dinner
R.S.V.P. Required-Call Today!
860-761-7445

WISH LIST
We are looking to collect a variety of items to support the Two Hearts Pregnancy Care Center
at this years Deacons General Assembly. If you are planning to attend, please help support the
Two Hearts Pregnancy Care Center by donating any of the following:

Money
Walmart Gift Cards
Car Seats – birth to 65 pounds (grow with
child)
Baby Cribs
Baby Mattress
Baby Gates
Diapers, Newborn to Size 6
Baby Bottles
Sippy Cups
Pacifiers
Crib Sheets
Baby/Toddler Socks (boys and girls)
Clothing in sizes 18 months, 24 months
and 2T (boys and girls)

Baby Hair and Body Wash
Baby Lotion
Diaper Rash Cream or Ointment
Baby Food (jars or pouches)
Baby Cereal
Children’s Books (new or gently used)
Baby Board Books (new or gently used)
Maternity Clothing (gently used)
Items to Pamper Mom (sample size
toiletries, bath wash, bath soap,
hand cream, toothpaste, tooth
brushes, etc.)
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Religion and Science: The Emerging Relationship
Part III
Many of us are familiar with the
Star Trek movie series released
some time ago. In one of the films,
Mr. Spock is dying of exposure to
a lethal does of radiation. After
his death Spock’s father asks
Capt. James T. Kirk if Spock had
mind melded with Kirk to transfer
his katra or spirit. Such scenes
remind us that religion and science often overlap with
each other in popular culture, reminding us that most
people cannot accept the reductionist view that we
are only a mass of cells and our identity is only the
result of the firing of brain neurons. It just seems that
we are so much more than that, that indeed, we are
spiritual creatures. As we will see later in this series
of articles, indeed, there is more in recent discoveries
to suggest that we are certainly more than a mass of
cells whose identity is only a result of neurons firing
in the brain.

accidents of physics and astronomy that the
universe is an unexpectedly hospitable place
for living creatures to make their home in.
Being a scientist, trained in the habits of
thought and language of the twentieth century
rather than the eighteenth, I do not claim that
the architecture of the universe proves the
existence of God. I claim only that the
architecture of the universe is consistent with the hypothesis
that mind plays an essential role in its functioning. 1

These sentiments are echoed in a
different way by Dr. Bernard Haisch,
deputy director of the Center for
Extreme Ultraviolet Astrophysics at
U.C. Berkeley, by asserting that
other explanations about the origins
of the Universe that would exclude
the possibility of an intelligence
behind the creation of the Universe
Bernard Haisch
There are theologians and scientists who maintain
do not have to be the case. He argues
that some sort of combination of religious belief and against the notion that to be a scientist one has to be
scientific discovery will give us a better picture of just an atheist. In fact almost 50% of all prominent
who we are and the nature of reality as a whole. This scientists accept some idea of God. So belief in God
brings us to the fourth model of the relationship
as a scientist does not mean rejecting science. Dr.
between religion and science proffered by Ian Barbour Haisch states
-- the Integration model.
To reject the explanation of an intelligence behind the origin of
The discipline of Natural Theology our Universe simply because one believes that there cannot conmakes the claim that the existence ceivably be such an intelligence is really no different from faith
of God can be inferred, not proved,
in the equivalent of a holy book. In this case the faith is in reducfrom the evidence that evolution in
tionist materialism. Positing the existence of perhaps infinite
the universe is both top down
(Intelligent organizing reality) and other universes as a possible explanation is legitimate. But to
argue that that ‘must’ be true because the alternative of an intelbottom up (process in material
ligence just ‘cannot’ be true is simply to worship at the altar of
reality that has led to greater
reductionist materialism. That is how the practice of science
Paul Davies
variety and complexity) in
can morph into the faith of scientism. 2
nature—of which some scientists note that much of
recent scientific data points in such a direction,
Physicist, Brian Greene of Columbia
known as emergence. Astrophysicists, Paul Davies
University states:
and Freeman Dyson raise the possibility that the
universe has a coherency to it that points to a Mind
This is not a question borne of idle philosothat brought all into creation. Freeman Dyson puts
phizing about why certain details happen to
it this way:
be one way instead of another; the universe
would be a vastly different place if the
I conclude from the existence of these
Brian Greene
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properties of the matter and force
particles were even modestly changed.
For example, the existence of the
stable nuclei forming the hundred or
so elements of the periodic table
hinges delicately on the ratio between
the strengths of the strong and
electromagnetic forces.3
Today, many cosmologists speak of the anthropic
cosmological principle when they suggest that there is a
built in possibility (not to be confused with the
fundamentalist Intelligent Design movement which
will be discussed in a future article) to the universe
that planned for self-reflective creatures like human
beings to evolve. There are two versions of this
principle. The first version holds that the
foundations of the universe are such that we are
programmed into creation—that the universe knew
we where coming; that the universe was designed
with human beings in mind. This is known as the
strong anthropic principle. The second version of this
principle states that universe was designed with the
possibility that a self-reflective creature could
emerge. This is known as the weak anthropic principle.
Both versions maintain that the universe was created
for the emergence of consciousness and selfconscious creatures!

atom necessary for its multiple bonding
properties happens to coincide with the resonance
of beryllium, helium, and oxygen. If this
extremely remote coincidence had not occurred,
then carbon would be extremely rare, and carbon
-based life forms would not have emerged. 5
Owen Gingrich notes:
I am told that Fred Hoyle, who together with William
Fowler first noticed the remarkable arrangement of carbon and
oxygen nuclear resonances, has said that nothing has shaken his
atheism as much as this discovery. 6
There are other extraordinary aspects of the Universe
that suggest that an extraordinary intelligence was at
work in the creating the possibilities for life to
emerge in the Universe.

Every fundamental particle of matter has an equal and
opposite twin of antimatter. The positron is a positively
charged electron. An anti-proton is a negatively charged
proton made up of anti-quarks….When the Universe was
created in the Big Bang, there should have been an equal
amount of matter and anti-matter created. The problem is that
matter and antimatter immediately and completely destroy
each other on contact, resulting in a brief burst of energy. For
that reason we would not have a life-friendly universe, or any
universe at all, if matter and antimatter has been created in
The mathematician, Roger Penrose equal amounts. We would have a universe of all energy and no
matter….It is possible to infer from our knowledge of the Big
writes:
Bang that for every 30,000,000 particles made of antimatter,
The odds of our anthropic universe arising there must have been 30,000,001 particles of matter. On the
amidst the total phase-space volume of
average the 30,000,000 matter-antimatter pairs completely
possible universes for a creation event is so annihilated each other, leaving on average one particle of ordiexceedingly, exceedingly, exceedingly
nary matter. It is this left over one out of 30,000,000 out of
which our Universe is made. Why this amazing almost but not
Roger Penrose remote that its notation in regular
exponential forms is one in
complete cancellation? No one knows. 7
101000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 On another note, in the science of
00000000000000000000000000000000. This number is so brain studies and studies of
large that if we were to write it out in ordinary notation (with human consciousness it is
increasingly being asserted that
every zero being, say, ten point type), it would fill up a large
brain and mind are not identical
portion of the universe! 4
with one another. Some
researchers suggest that the brain
One discovery that has moved some scientists from
acts as a receiver for the mind.
being atheists to theists is the carbon atom.
They go on to suggest that the
Pim von Lommel

Owen Gingerich shows that the precise resonance of the carbon
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mind is non-local, which means that it does not just
exist in the brain but transcends the body in a realm
not in time and space! Researchers such as world
renowned cardiologist, Dr. Pim von Lommel are
advancing such an understanding of human
consciousness.

absolutizings are rejected, but in which in mutual
questioning and enrichment people attempt to do
justice to reality as a whole in all its dimensions.9

I strongly believe that consciousness cannot be located in a
particular time and place. This is known as nonlocality.
Complete and endless consciousness is everywhere in a
dimension that is not tied to time and place, where past, present
and future all exist and are accessible at the same time. This
endless consciousness is always in and around us. 8

2 Bernard Haisch, The Purpose-Guided Universe: Believing in
Einstein, Darwin and God, (New Jersey; New Page Books,
2010), p.43.

As a result of the new paradigm
that is emerging in many areas of
science, scientists are beginning
to turn to the theologians and the
theologians to the scientists to
try to integrate the truths of both
approaches to life; clearly an
exciting, intriguing and welcome
Fr. Hans Kung
development for many. However,
Roman Catholic theologian, Hans Kung, notes that
we must be careful in rushing to an integration model
for the relationship between religion and science. He
noted that when religion has tied its wagon to a
certain scientific worldview it could result in
problems analogous to the Galileo Affair. He cautions
against science and religion simply sweeping away
their different perspectives for the sake of a false
peace. Instead he suggests that a productive and civil
dialogue continue between the two approaches to
understanding reality.

4 Robert J. Spitzer, S.J., New Proofs for the Existence of God:
Contributions of Contemporary Physics and Philosophy (Grand
Rapids, Michigan/ Cambridge, UK, 2010), p. 59.

Notes
1 Freemon Dyson, Disturbing the Universe (New York: Harper and Row, 1979), p. 250.

3 Brain Greene, The Elegant Universe: Superstrings, Hidden Dimensions, and the Quest for the Ultimate Theory, (New
York:Vintage Press, 2003), p. 12-13.

5 ibid., p.64
6. idid., p. 64
7 Bernard Haisch, The Purpose-Guided Universe; Believing in
Einstein, Darwin and God, (New Jersey, New Page Books,
2010), p. 82.
8 Pim van Lommel, M.D., Consciousness Beyond Life: The Science of the Near-Death Experience (New York: Harper Collins
Publishing, 2010) p. xvii.
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Hans Kung, The Beginning of All Things: Science and Religion
(Grand Rapids, Michigan/Cambridge, UK, Eerdmanns, 2007), p. 41

Deacon Bob Pallotti

No model of confrontation between science and religion:
neither a model of fundamentalist pre-modern origin
that ignores or suppresses the results of science or
historical-critical exegesis of the Bible, nor a model
with a rationalistic modern coloring that evades the
fundamental philosophical and theological questions
and declares religion a priori to be irrelevant;
No model of integration with a harmonistic stamp,
whether this is advocated by theologians who
assimilate the results of science to their dogmas or by
scientists who exploit religion for their theses;
But rather a model of complementarity involving the critical
and constructive interaction between science and religion
in which the distinctive spheres are preserved, all
illegitimate transitions are avoided and all

Join us for the
NADD Assembly
November 3-4, 2017
Hyatt Regency
1 Goat Island
Newport, RI 02840
To register, print out the NADD
Region 1 flyer, and follow instructions.
This is a self-register event. Please save
all receipts and mail them to Mrs. LiLing Waller at the Diaconate Office at
the conclusion of the Assembly.
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The Ministry of the Deacon in the 21st Century—Part II
This year marks the 44th anniversary of the
restoration of Permanent Diaconate in the
Archdiocese of Hartford. There have been
changes in how deacons are formed over
these past 44 years, and what the Church will
need from deacons in the coming years.
However, apart from that, the essential
nature of the role of the deacon requires not
only serving at altar, and proclaiming the
Gospel, but also the need for deacons to bring
the gospel message into the broader community
through its actions for charity and justice. This third
leg of the stool, so to speak, is the way we manifest
the love of God in the concrete act of care for one
another. This element of the ministry of the deacon
goes back to the earliest Church experience as
annunciated in Acts of the Apostles.
We are all aware that the Church is going through a
very challenging episode in its 2000 year old history.
In the Northern Hemisphere of the planet
Christianity is suffering a significant drop off in
Church membership and attendance in the Roman
Catholic and Protestant traditions. However, in the
Southern Hemisphere, especially in Africa and Asia,
the Roman Catholic Church is growing. Hence, the
demographic center of gravity has shifted from a
Eurocentric to an Afro/Asia-centric Church. How this
will affect the Church in the coming decades will
unfold in time. But it is clear that a more nuanced
and multicultural expression of Catholicism is
emerging with important implications for ministry.
The impact this is having and will have in the future
for diaconal ministry is becoming clearer. Deacon will
need to be formed prior to ordination and
post-ordination in how to minister in a multicultural
setting in our parishes and dioceses as a whole. The
way we have done things in the past will not suffice
for the future.
Coupled with this
emerging demographics
in the Church is the
impact of globalization
and nuclear proliferation
and how the Church will
respond to both.
Certainly, the Church’s response has been most often
17

encountered in its copious amount of social
teaching. However, with the dawn of the
Second Nuclear Age, and all of the
unpredictability and danger that this new age
presents, the Church will need to re-engage
this issue as it did at the Second Vatican
Council and the U.S. Catholic Bishop pastoral
letter, The Challenge of Peace: God’s Promise and Our
Response, 1983. If the deacon, in his ministry,
fails to address such an unjust and
blasphemous situation, then we run into the problem
of complicity with evil. Nuclear weapons need to be
labelled for what they are; they are a direct challenge
and refutation of the sovereignty of the Creator and a
fundamental denial of the Way of Jesus Christ. Yes,
this is a complicated issue to be sure, but the essence
of the problem in really one of idolatry, of the worship
of gods of metal rather than the living God. The
classical prophets dealt with this in their day, as did
and does the Lord today through cooperative agents
such as ourselves. In effect, we are called to confront
what can only be characterized as diabolical evil that
holds all life and the planet hostage, contemptuous of
creation and the Creator.
Of course, this aspect of the ministry of the
deacon, being a peacemaker, has been largely ignored
by formation programs and post-ordination
formation programs. We must insist that this be
changed. To fail to engage such issues as injustice,
war etc…, in this 21st century is to consign our
ministry, in words of Dr. Martin Luther King from his
Letter From a Birmingham Jail,” to uttering
sanctimonious trivialities and pious irrelevancies,
hiding behind the anesthetizing security of stainedglass windows.” What this amounts to is that we may
not hide in the security and tranquility of the Church
walls, but upon the command of the Lord, to put out
to deeper waters and hazard the storms bringing the
love of God into every nook and cranny of this world.
Too many lives and the fecundity of the world depend
upon this for us to delay.

Deacon Bob Pallotti

Deacon Donald Smith had the opportunity to “answer a calling” and participated in an “immersion trip” to
Zambia with CRS. He shares his insights with us in a series of articles. Deacon Don was ordained in 1993 and
has served at Holy Angels, Our Lady of Mount Carmel /St. Laurent, and St. Joseph/St. Mary in Meriden. He
and his wife, Jeanne, will celebrate their 42nd wedding anniversary this June.

CRS Zambia Immersion Trip—Part II
January 8—19, 2017
By Deacon Donald Smith

Franciscan Convent Girls Boarding School: We
stepped off the bus and were greeted by a spitfire in a
habit – Sister Grace. Talk about energy! I don’t think
this woman ever met a challenge she couldn’t handle.
Even though she is not the Superior here, she has
taken over everything having to do with nutrition and
training in nutrition. She is into their hospital, the
school, and even is beginning what we in the States
would call an Agricultural Extension program. Sister
Grace has developed produce gardens and begun
rearing chickens – a good source of protein.
Using the students to reach their mothers, she
demonstrates nutritious cooking using native food
sources and is beginning to train them in gardening
and rearing chickens, as well. Her aim is to help all of
the mothers to be better able to provide good
nutrition for their children. Sister Grace is far from
done, though. She is currently developing master
trainers among her fellow nuns and plans to reach out
to teach young women nearing the age of mothehood.
I was exhausted just listening to all of the things that
47 year-old Sister Grace is doing – and plans to do.
Talk about dedicated!

The next program we looked at was a project titled:
Strengthening the Capacity of Women Religious in
Early Childhood Development,(SCORE-ECD). With
support from the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation,
Catholic Relief Services works through the Zambia
Association of Sisterhoods (ZAS) to improve early
childhood development, or ECD, in impoverished
communities in urban and rural settings across
Zambia. SCORE-ECD trains the sisters in nutrition,
the latest teaching techniques, financial accounting
and even proposal writing to support their work as
members of the communities that host them and of
which they are an integral part. Once trained, these
sisters then are better equipped to relay their new
knowledge to other sisters, helping them in their
calling. The overall goal of the program is to help the
Zambian sisters train parents and teachers in the
skills needed to care for kids, rather than abandon
them to residential homes like St. Anthony’s
Children’s Village (see above). The hope is that ,
through programs like SCORE-ECD, family integrity
will be restored and the need for residential homes
will disappear.
We visited three facilities in the Ndola area that are
benefitting from the SCORE-ECD program:
St. Dominic’s School: Here we found a building
vibrancy. The sisters have implemented what they
have learned in SCORE-ECD, improving the classrooms through new, colorful artwork that illustrates
concepts and supplements lessons. They have also
shared new teaching techniques with the teachers, as
well. While this school is not on a par with American
schools, the resources here are adequate, the
capability of the staff is improving, and the dedication
to a better life for the kids – the future of Zambia – is
palpable. When you talk with the sisters, you can feel
their drive and enthusiasm and love for the children.
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Franciscan Convent: Sister Grace and kids

Cicetekelo Youth Centre: The centre has three main
objectives: restore dignity to orphans and vulnerable
children (OVC’s); help them regain their place in the
family and in society; and make the project selfsufficient. Their work is based on education,
professional training, spiritual formation, and
creating job opportunities.

needs of orphans and vulnerable children and people
living with HIV/AIDS. The particular component
program we observed was a type of microfinancing
called Saving and Internal Lending Communities
(SILC). SILC promotes financial health and the
economic stabilization of families and communities
– which, in turn, offers the poor the possibility of
growth and security and goes a long way to
promoting physical health. We will be travelling to
a local community to observe a SILC group at work.

OVC’s (primarily boys who have been living on the
streets) are referred to the centre by the Copperbelt
District Social Welfare department and other social
welfare agencies. All of the children who come to
Part III includes: detailed information on SILC
the centre are interviewed to glean any possible
and Mass at Mary Immaculate Parish in Lusaka.
information relative to their families. With the goal
of fostering renewed family ties, the centre then
works to find relatives of the child. Since these
children have not been attending schools, most are
uneducated, so the centre provides them with “catch
-up” classes and helps them to transition into public
school. As might be expected, the centre provides
ample sports and recreation facilities for not only the
OVC’s, but also for other children in the surrounding
community. The centre also provides psychosocial
and medical support as the children reintegrate into
families and society.
The final program we examined was the Zambia
Family (ZAMFAM) project. ZAMFAM is a five year
project delivering programs intended to strengthen
families, households, and communities to meet the

KINDNESS
www.wishesmessages.com
Being kind to family is natural

Being kind to friends can be a necessity
Being kind to colleagues at work
May be an attempt to look smart and witty
But being kind to strangers
Is an act that will set you apart from every other person
Because it shows that you have a malice-free heart
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Eliminating the Nuclear Scandal—Part VI

The Challenge of Getting to Zero
Peace is not merely the absence of war; nor can it be reduced solely to the maintenance of a
balance of power between enemies; nor is it brought about by dictatorship. Instead, it is rightly
and appropriately called an enterprise of justice. Peace results from that order structured into
human society by its divine Founder, and actualized by men as they thirst after ever greater
justice. The common good of humanity finds its ultimate meaning in the eternal law. But since the
concrete demands of this common good are constantly changing as time goes on, peace is never
attained once and for all, but must be built up ceaselessly.
Swords into plowshares

the Joint Chiefs of Staff, statesmen and religious
groups. But one asks, why such a turn of events? One
would think with the ending of the Cold War that
On January 4, 2007, former Secretary of State George nuclear weapons would simply vanish because of they
are more a liability than an asset to major powers.
Schultz, former Secretary of Defense William Perry,
former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger and former But as noted in the previous article in this series there
are reasons nations retain these weapons.
Senator Sam Nunn published an op-ed piece in the
Wall Street Journal entitled, A World Free of Nuclear
Weapons. This was a startling op-ed piece not because Those nations that possess
nuclear weapons continue
of the desire to eliminate all nuclear weapons from
to maintain their nuclear
the face of the earth, but rather, because it was
stockpiles. However, the
penned by former Cold Warriors who were once
responsible for the building and strategy planning for United States and Russia
the use of U.S. nuclear weapons. The major thesis of have reduce their nuclear
this op-ed piece is that the Cold War is over and the force levels from the high Intermediate Nuclear Forces Treaty
of 1984 levels of 70,000
risks associated with the indefinite possession and
aggregate to 25% of those Signing with Mikhail Gorbachev and
proliferation of nuclear weapons present complex
Ronald Reagan, 1988
dangers that may lead to first use of nuclear weapons numbers, with the
prospect for deeper cuts. Super, so why the concern?
in war since 1945, unless something is done to
Well, every nuclear power except the United States is
dismantle and ban such weapons.
engaged in modernizing their nuclear weapons.
These nations include: Russia, China, U.K., France,
These four men are of the mind that the spread of
nuclear weapons, even if it is gradual, to other nations India, Pakistan, Israel and North Korea. What this
raise the level of complexity and danger in managing points to is not the need for the United States to do
possible international or regional conflicts that could the same, its weapons are robust enough, but rather,
that nuclear weapons will not simply go away since
lead to the launching nuclear weapons and all the
destruction and unpredictability of what comes next. the Cold War is long over. The present situation
suggests quite the contrary, it is clear that nuclear
Nuclear weapons have not been the best thing since sliced bread. weapons are becoming more deeply embedded in the
foreign policy plans of these nations. What’s more,
They have been a mixed blessing and a dangerous deterrent. The
nuclear weapons have spread to hotly contested
Cold War witnessed many close calls; new nuclear states will be
regions of the world that could spark the very real
even more prone to deterrence failures.1
possibility of region nuclear wars, such as might be
the case between India and Pakistan.
Such a concern has been raised by a number of policymakers, political analysts, some former chairmen of
Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the
Modern World, 1965, #78

20

The major powers that have the bomb haven’t given it up.
Indeed, they’re modernizing their nuclear arsenals. India, a
rising major power, a democracy even, has gone out of its way to
get the bomb. Secondary powers are trying to get it. If the bomb
is so terrible and so antiquated, then all of these countries must
be wrong. But they certainly don’t think they’re wrong.2
It is because of such growing concern many nations
hold onto their weapons. They are concerned that
since other nations have them they dare not be
without them. Also, it gives such nations deterrent
power that may prevent superpower nations from
using or threatening to use military force against
them for fear of nuclear retaliation. And of course, if
all nations were to disarm these weapons there is the
fear that one nation may break out of any treaties to
Mr. President, I appeal to you to weigh well what the aggressive,
disarm and start arming in secret.
piratical actions, which you have declared the USA intends to
carry out in international waters, would lead to. You yourself
know that any sensible man simply cannot agree with this,
cannot recognize your right to such actions.
If you did this as the first step towards the unleashing of war,
well then, it is evident that nothing else is left to us but to accept
this challenge of yours. If, however, you have not lost your selfcontrol and sensibly conceive what this might lead to, then, Mr.
President, we and you ought not to pull on the ends of the rope in
which you have tied the knot of war, because the more the two of
us pull, the tighter this knot will be tied. And a moment may
come when that knot will be tied so tight that even he who ties it
will not have the strength to untie it, and then it will be
necessary to cut that knot. And what that would mean is not for
me to explain to you, because you yourself understand perfectly
Major Concerns About Nuclear Weapons and War of what terrible forces our countries dispose.
and Peace
Consequently, if there is no intention to tighten the knot and
Nuclear Weapons, and the questions of what to do
thereby to doom the world to the catastrophe of thermonuclear
with them and about them, have been with us since
war, then let us not only relax the forces pulling on the ends of
1945. During the First Nuclear Age, 1945-1991, the major
the rope, let us take measures to untie the knot. We are ready for
powers had to feel their way through the dangerous
this.
waters of the build-up of these weapons and the
ideological struggle between the United States/
The Kennedy Tapes: Inside the White House
NATO alliance and the Soviet Union/Warsaw Pact.
There were a number of near misses that could have During the Cuban Missile Crisis
resulted in nuclear war in some form or another; the
However, with the fall of the Soviet Union on Decemmost dangerous was the Cuban Missile Crisis of
ber 25, 1991, many felt that the danger had passed for1962.3
ever. Today, with the spread or proliferation of

21

nuclear weapons to Israel, Pakistan, India, North
Korea, and more than likely Iran, the political calculus
is configured in an ominous direction. These nations
are enmeshed in the most volatile regions in the world
including the Middle East, South Asia, and East Asia.
All of these nations border nations that they have
fought wars with in the 20th century, and there
remain many unresolved political issues in these
regions. One of the most troubling concerns of the
international community of nations is the lack of
sophisticated command, control, communications and
information systems(C3I) of emerging nuclear nations.
…systems often display nonlinear relationships,
It is important that nuclear nations have firm control
over their nuclear weapons, especially in the midst of outcomes cannot be understood by adding together their units
a crisis situation. This helps to ensure what is known and their relationships, and many of the results of actions are
as crisis stability.
unintended.5
The term crisis stability refers to assurance by nuclear
powers that an adversary will not and is not preparing
to launch their nuclear weapons during a crisis.4 This
is based on a number of factors, such as, the nuclear
weapons on either side are not on alert, even if used
they could not destroy enough of the adversary’s
weapons to eliminate their deterrent force, and both
sides understand that they shared a similar costbenefit calculus about the employment of nuclear
weapons in war. However, if a nation perceives,
especially in a crisis situation, that the other nation
may have the capability for a devastating first strike
on their nuclear weapons, and fear loss of control,
than we have a situation of crisis instability that can be
very dangerous. That is a real concern for today’s
world where newer nuclear nations that do not have
the elaborate and reliable C3I networks in place may
find themselves acting with incorrect or
misinterpreted information; which in a nuclear
confrontation is very dangerous.
The elimination of nuclear weapons by the world
community faces other challenges as well. We know
that any system devised by human beings is liable to
be imperfect and breakdown. We also know that the
more complex a system the more difficult it is to trace
the problems to their source. Also, we know that
there are interactions in complex systems that we are
unaware of and may lead to outcomes that we do not
desire. This is noted by the political scientist, Robert
Jervis of Columbia University:

This requires that working for a world free of nuclear
weapons understand that failure to work on this issue
could lead to interactions among variables we cannot
see that could propel the world into an unforeseen
and unwanted nuclear crisis.
It is in the light of these developments, and what
appears to be the growing and modernization of
nuclear arsenals of these second tier nuclear nations,
that the call for the elimination of nuclear weapons by
these former Cold Warriors was issued. What can
people of faith do in light of these new developments?
That will be discussed in the final article of this series.
Notes
1 Scott D. Sagan and Kenneth N. Waltz, The Spread of Nuclear
Weapons: Enduring Debate, Third Edition (New York; W.W. Norton,
2013), p. 226. This debate between two political scientists about
the spread of nuclear weapons is important and engaging. This
is an important debate for citizens and policymakers to avail
themselves of for forming opinion on this issue.
2 Paul Bracken, The Second Nuclear Age; Strategy, Danger, and the New
Power Politics (New York: Times Books, 2012), pp.32-33.
3 ibid; also, John Newhouse, War and Peace in the Nuclear Age (New
York: Alfred E, Knopf, 1989).
4 Please reference, Kurt Gottfried and Bruce G. Blair, Crisis
Stability and Nuclear War (New York: Oxford University Press,
1988) and Bruce G. Blair, The Logic of Accidental Nuclear War
(Washington D.C.: Brookings Institute, 1993).
5 Robert Jervis, System Effects: Complexity in Political and Social Life
(Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1997), p. 6
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Book Review
Globalization, Spirituality and Justice: Navigating a Path to Peace
Daniel G. Groody
Fr. Groody teaches at Notre Dame University in
South Bend, Indiana. He is a Holy Cross Father
serving as assistant Professor of theology, and directs
the Center for Latino Spirituality. This recent book of
his is one of those timely and precious gifts that
appear for those involved in any form of ministry in
the Church. His exploration of the major themes in
the Scripture and Church Tradition concerning social
justice is clear and concise without sacrificing the
essence of Catholic Social Teaching.

sides for justice, love, compassion and peace—so
must we.

Another strength of this work is an accurate
rendering of major themes of Liberation Theologies
that have multiplied since the Second Vatican
Council in Latin America, Asia, Africa, women etc….
What is most gratifying about this section is the
clarification of the Vatican’s view of Liberation
Theology which many have misunderstood. There is
a fundamental support of this theology if it articulates
an integral exposition of liberation from sin and
freedom for love that stand above and beyond
superficial Marxian analysis. This helps us to see the
world from the underside of history, the victims, the
poor, the oppressed and hurting; and work to
transform the world in light of the present/future
Reign of God. Any understanding of faith apart from
this or excluding this reinforces the injustice and evil
in the world by claiming neutrality. God does take

Fr. Groody’s inclusion of discussion on the Liturgy
and Justice is very helpful. I would also refer you to
books such as, Real Presence, Regis Duffy, The Eucharist
and the Hunger of the World, Monica Hellwig, and
Theology in a New Key Robert McAfee Brown.
Participation in the Eucharist is a re-covenanting
with the Lord to help transform hearts and society in
making manifest love that is concrete and not mere
sentimentality. His section on the relationship
between world religions and justice is an essential
part of this transforming work of believers; while
remaining true to one’s own religious viewpoint a
person can accept the good in other traditions in
accord with the Catholic Church’s vision in the
Second Vatican Council’s document, Nostre Aetate.

Some criticisms of the book I have concern the lack of
vision for how to address issues of justice and peace
in a practical manner. Also, there is no real mention of
the problem of war and especially a spirituality for
dealing with the Second Nuclear Age. Apart from
these criticisms, I heartily recommend this book to all
deacons as a must read.
Deacon Bob Pallotti

Action on behalf of justice and participation in the transformation of the world
fully appear to us as a constitutive dimension of the preaching of the Gospel, or, in
other words, of the Church's mission for the redemption of the human race and its liberation
from every oppressive situation.
Justice in the World, 1971, World Synod of Bishops
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Annual Deacon Retreat
October (12) 13, 14, 15, 2017
Holy Family Retreat Center
West Hartford, CT

This year our Annual Deacon
Retreat will feature Fr. Stephen
Sledesky, pastor of St. George Church
in Guilford, as our retreat director.
Fr. Sledesky offers a broad and
energetic vision for the Church in the
Archdiocese of Hartford. We will
explore the spirituality that can assist
us in our ministry as deacons in the
midst of the great changes that are
taking place in the Archdiocese.

Every deacon is required to take a clerical retreat once a year. The Office of the
Diaconate offers this retreat for the purpose of satisfying this responsibility of the deacon
serving in the Archdiocese of Hartford. While some deacons may choose to join their parish’s
retreat, this does not satisfy the requirement for a clerical retreat. Also, I deeply believe that
deacons need to come together as a community in a retreat setting for the purpose of
re-building community among brother deacons, and being specifically focused on the
importance of the retreat topics for ministry. While a deacon may choose to go on a retreat in
another location during the year for purposes of their own renewal, I still maintain we must
gather as brother deacons for an annual retreat.
I look forward to seeing you at this year’s retreat. Have a blessed and relaxing summer.
God Bless,
Deacon Bob
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OFFICE OF THE DIACONATE

467 Bloomfield Avenue
Bloomfield, CT 06002
Phone: 860-761-7445 Fax: 860-242-4886 Email: li.ling.waller@aohct.org

ANNUAL DEACON RETREAT
Retreat Director: Reverend Stephen M. Sledesky
Date:
Location:
Cost:

October 13, 14, 15, 2017
Holy Family Retreat House, West Hartford
$275.00

Check-in and Supper
Opening Conference
Closing Liturgy
Brunch

Friday, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.
Friday, 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.
Following Mass

*OPTIONAL DAY OF PRAYER AND REFLECTION
Thursday, October 12: Check in, 3 p.m. – Additional $75.00
The Most Reverend Christie A. Macaluso
Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of Hartford
will celebrate Sunday Mass

R.S.V.P. Required - Accommodations are limited.
Please submit your reservation early.
Based on Archdiocesan policy, retreat expenses are covered by the Parish.
All reservations received without payment will be billed to the parish.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RESERVATION FORM – DEACONS RETREAT
OCTOBER 13, 14, 15, 2017
PLEASE RETURN YOUR RESERVATION BY SEPTEMBER 8, 2017. If you prefer to self-pay in advance,
please make your check payable to: Diaconate Office

I WILL BE ATTENDING THE OPTIONAL DAY OF PRAYER:

_____YES

_____NO

Name: ____________________________________________________Phone: ________________________________________________
Parish/Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/ZIP: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Pastor: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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“The Wives Corner”
Where we share stories, joys, recipes and love!
Couple Share a Ministry in Assisting Needy Mothers
In 2010, Deacon David Reynolds, and his wife Lynn, recognized a great need in the Torrington area for
support of women facing an unplanned pregnancy or attempting to raise their babies without the basic
resources. The couple, who are strongly pro-life, felt it was just not enough to oppose women having
abortions, but to provide support to those who decided to give life to their children, even though they
were facing difficult situations. After two years of planning with numerous volunteers, and strong
support from the Pastor of the Torrington Cluster of Catholic Churches at the time, Father Christopher
Tiano, the Two Hearts Pregnancy Care Center opened its doors in October of 2012 in the old Sacred
Heart Church Rectory. Deacon Reynolds, Lynn Reynolds, all the board members and volunteers view
Two Hearts as putting the pro-life message of the Catholic faith into action.
Deacon Reynolds has served as Board Chairman of the center since its conception. Lynn Reynolds was
appointed by the Board as its second Director, after the first director had to move out of state. The
mission of the center is to assist young mothers who find themselves facing an unplanned pregnancy,
having economic difficulties providing for their child or trying to leave an abusive situation. The center
provides free pregnancy testing, option advising, referrals to appropriate social services agencies when
deemed necessary, and emotional support. It also provide cribs, car seats, baby supplies, toys, children’s
books and clothing based on economic need. Maternity clothing is also provided to the mother when
available. Since opening in October 2012, the center has assisted over 380 women and their children,
including infants and their young siblings. Two Hearts does not provide any medical services.
Lynn Reynolds repeatedly states that “one of the strong tenants of our mission is that we do not judge the
clients we serve. We try to help everyone one who comes to our door. Part of our mission is to constantly
reflect the love Christ has for everyone. If a mother comes to our door with a newborn, and has another
young child in need, we help them all.” Has the presence of Two Hearts in the community helped women
choose life for their children? The answer is a definite “Yes”. But the mission of Two Hearts goes beyond
that one measure.
The couple says the success of Two Hearts has been made possible by an outstanding team of volunteers,
financial support from numerous individuals, local organizations, Catholic parishes, the Archbishop’s
Annual Appeal and a lot of prayers.

CALLING ALL WIVES! In an effort to include everyone, we are working to update contact
information for all wives and widows. Please send the following information to Donna Yatcko at
dmyatckocdw@aol.com or to Li-Ling Waller at li.ling.waller@aohct.org
Name
Address
Phone Number
Email
Also, check the schedule of events on our website: www.deacon-hartford.org, simply click on
Deacons’ and Candidates’ Wives, scroll to your name and input “Rebekah” (case sensitive).
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From the Kitchen of Li-Ling Waller: Summer Treats - Individual Oreo Cheesecakes
16 oz. cream cheese
1/2 cup sour cream
1/2 cup sugar
1 tsp. vanilla
2 eggs
Oreo cookies
Cream cream cheese, sour cream and sugar. Add vanilla. Add eggs one at a time, mix until
creamy.
Using a muffin tin, place a cupcake liner in each cup. Place a whole Oreo at the bottom.
Pour cheesecake mixture over cookie. Sprinkle crushed Oreos on top.
Bake at 275 for 22 minutes or until tested done (firm). Cool and refrigerate for 3 hours

Summer Recharge
“RENEW YOURSELF”
Excerpt from: 3 WAYS TO RECHARGE THIS SUMMER
by Cecilia Hilkey, HappilyFamily.com
We need to recharge ourselves. What I hear over and over again is “I want to ____but I don’t
have the time!”
Yes, finding time can be hard. So try this and let me know how it goes….
Choose one or more things that renew you (meditation, journaling, playing music, dancing,
making art, writing, yoga, etc.) and commit to do it EVERY DAY… but don’t commit to how
much time you will spend doing it!
Here’s why this works: There are little things in life that make a big difference—even if we
do them for just a short period of time. Does taking a few meditative breaths make a
difference before a big work presentation? YES! Does doing “down dog” in the living room
before starting your day or getting in the car at rush hour make things easier? Absolutely.
Sure, a 30-minute meditation is great, or a 60-minute workout is super, 90-minute art class
is awesome. But don’t let those “ideals” prevent you from getting some of the wonderful
benefits that come from doing these restorative things for 5 minutes or even 1 minute!
In other words, “Don’t let the great be the enemy of the good”. So recharge and renew!!
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Lorraine (Bisaillon) Bandeira
Died May 9, 2017
Wife of Deacon Francis Bandeira
Lorraine is survived by Deacon Bandeira and
their children, Anita and Joseph.
May She Rest In Peace
Lina (Thillet) DeJesus
Alice (Bouchard) Newbery

Died April 21, 2017
Wife of Deacon Efrain DeJesus
(dec. March 3, 2005)
Lina is survived by
their children, LinaMaria and Efrain.

Died May 14, 2017
Wife of Deacon Robert Newbery
Alice is survived by Deacon Newbery
and their son, Raymond.

May She Rest In Peace

May She Rest in Peace

WISH LIST
We are looking to collect a variety of items to support the Two Hearts Pregnancy Care Center
at this years Deacons General Assembly. If you are planning to attend, please help support the
Two Hearts Pregnancy Care Center by donating any of the following:

Money
Walmart Gift Cards
Car Seats – birth to 65 pounds (grow with
child)
Baby Cribs
Baby Mattress
Baby Gates
Diapers, Newborn to Size 6
Baby Bottles
Sippy Cups
Pacifiers
Crib Sheets
Baby/Toddler Socks (boys and girls)
Clothing in sizes 18 months, 24 months
and 2T (boys and girls)

Baby Hair and Body Wash
Baby Lotion
Diaper Rash Cream or Ointment
Baby Food (jars or pouches)
Baby Cereal
Children’s Books (new or gently used)
Baby Board Books (new or gently used)
Maternity Clothing (gently used)
Items to Pamper Mom (sample size
toiletries, bath wash, bath soap,
hand cream, toothpaste, tooth
brushes, etc.)
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Upcoming Events:
Ladies Save the Dates

Brotherhood of Deacons

Wives Day of Prayer
Saturday, September 9, 2017
9 a.m to 1 p.m., St. Elizabeth of the Trinity
(formerly St. Francis Cabrini, North Haven)
Deacons Wives Retreat
February 23, 24, 25, 2018
Our Lady of Calvary Retreat House
Farmington, CT
To register, email Donna Yatcko at
dmyatckocdw@aol.com, or email
Li-Ling Waller at li.ling.waller@aohct.org

Deacons Healy and Maturana at St. Leo the
Great—Evangelization Pilot Workshop

Have a story to share, a treasured recipe you’d
like to hand down, or just brag about the
family, send your information to Mrs. Li-Ling
Waller at li.ling.waller@aohct.org
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July, August and September 2017 Celebrations
90th Birthday
Dcn. Charles E. Cuniff, Jr.
Dcn. Modesto A. Rosello

Aug. 1, 1927
Sep. 4, 1927

55th Wedding Anniversary
Dcn. Roland & Mary Miller
Aug. 8, 1962
Dcn. Jose & Janet Dlugokinski
Sep. 1, 1962

80th Birthday
Dcn. Eugene E. Phaneuf

Sep. 9, 1937

50th Wedding Anniversary
Dcn. Julius & Carol Marcarelli
Jul. 15, 1967
Dcn. Robert & Regina Berube
Jul. 15, 1967

75th Birthday
Dcn. William J. Sayles
Dcn. Frank J. Krasnicki
Dcn. Angelo J. Coppola

Aug. 7, 1942
Aug. 17, 1942
Sep. 3, 1942

45th Wedding Anniversary
Dcn. Leo & Simone LaRocque
Aug. 20, 1972
Dcn. Vincent & Nell Motto
Aug. 26, 1972

65th Birthday
Dcn. George W. Frederick
Dcn. Robert J. Macaluso
Dcn. Ronald B. Gurr
Dcn. Paul J. Kulas

Jul. 16, 1952
Jul. 18, 1952
Aug. 25, 1952
Sep. 19, 1952

40th Wedding Anniversary
Dcn. Stanley & Adrianna Piotrowski

Sep. 9, 1977

30th Wedding Anniversary
Dcn. Stephen & Margaret Savarese
Jul. 25, 1987
Dcn. Jacek & Violetta Muszynski
Aug. 1, 1987

60th Birthday
Dcn. Angelo Moriello

Jul. 19, 1957

20th Wedding Anniversary
Dcn. Jose & Evelyn Robles

Jul. 5, 1997

55th Birthday
Dcn. Philip Gosselin
Dcn. Eric Thermer

Aug. 14, 1962
Sep. 27, 1962

U p c o mi n g E v en t s
 Evangelization Workshop with Guest Speaker, Dr. John Wood of Catholic Dynamic, September 23, 2017, at
9 a.m., St. Thomas Seminary

 Deacons Retreat, October 13-15, 2017, Holy Family Retreat Center, West Hartford
 NADD Assembly, November 3-4, 2017, Hyatt Regency, Newport, RI

30

